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King Foundation Awards $25,000 to Arkansas Discovery Network

Grant will help mobile museum continue to make science fun and interactive

 for sixth-grade students throughout Arkansas 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (August 20, 2009) — The Carl B. and Florence E. King Foundation, based in Dallas, recently awarded a $25,000 grant to Little Rock-based Arkansas Discovery Network to help operate the Network’s “museum on wheels,” which reaches students in some of Arkansas’ most rural communities. “The Race for Planet X” is a mobile museum that brings hands-on science and technology experiences to children across the state, helping foster a lifelong passion for science.

“We are very grateful to the King Foundation for recognizing the magnitude of what we can accomplish with this mobile museum, ” said Diane LaFollette, network coordinator for the Arkansas Discovery Network. “This grant provided will go a long way in sustaining this valuable science education experience for Arkansas students and will enable the exhibit to remain free of charge for schools throughout our state who might otherwise be forced to forego the activity due to budget constraints.” 
The “museum on wheels” has 10 interactive exhibits to engage students in science and engineering skills and is aligned with the Arkansas Education Frameworks. From the outside, students see a 40-foot-long truck with fun, appealing graphics on the side. But when Arkansas’ sixth-graders step inside, they are transported to another galaxy to become explorers aboard a spaceship orbiting the mysterious Planet “X.” As students stand in a tiny, dark room, a computerized voice gives them mission instructions and two metal doors open with a Star Trek-like whoosh to reveal a space station bathed in soft blue and green lights.  

While inside the Planet “X” spaceship, students design a landing capsule using a computer-assisted drawing program, explore the outside landscape with the help of a camera mounted on a remote-controlled rover, repair a malfunctioning fuel cell, direct lasers to find a proper landing spot, and build “planetquake”-proof structures. 

Once on board, crewmembers execute assignments on computer-aided design, aerodynamic testing and laser-beam splitting to gather information about Planet “X.” 

“The King Foundation is delighted to have the opportunity to support such an important endeavor in science education,” said Michelle D. Monse, president of the King Foundation. “Children, youth and education are some of our principal funding interests, and we are happy to align ourselves with the Arkansas Discovery Network’s objectives to provide quality museum experiences to children across the state.” 
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“Thanks to philanthropic organizations such as the King Foundation, schools can invite the ‘museum on wheels’ to their campus free of charge,” LaFollette said. “We look forward to the many students we will meet this fall!” 

Organizations and individuals who are interested in supporting “The Race for Planet X” can visit www.arkansasdiscoverynetwork.org for more information. Schools interested in bringing the mobile museum to their campus should call NAME at PHONE NUMBER.

About the Carl B. and Florence E. King Foundation

Carl B. and Florence E. King created the foundation that bears their names in 1966, and its assets have now grown to approximately $48 million. The foundation awards grants twice each year in six areas: aging; arts, culture, and history; children and youth; education; the indigent; and nonprofit capacity. Grants are restricted to agencies in the Dallas-Fort Worth metropolitan area, West Texas, and the eastern and southern portions of Arkansas. More information is available on the Foundation's website, www.kingfoundation.com.

About the Arkansas Discovery Network

The Arkansas Discovery Network, funded by the Donald W. Reynolds Foundation, works to strengthen partner museums by sharing resources and expanding discovery learning opportunities throughout the state. Member museums include the Museum of Discovery in Little Rock, Mid-America Science Museum in Hot Springs, Arts and Science Center for Southeast Arkansas in Pine Bluff, Texarkana Museum System in Texarkana, Arkansas Museum of Natural Resources in Smackover, Arkansas State University Museum in Jonesboro and the University of Arkansas Center for Mathematics and Science Education in Fayetteville. Visit www.arkansasdiscoverynetwork.org for more information.

About the Donald W. Reynolds Foundation

The Donald W. Reynolds Foundation, headquartered in Las Vegas, is a national philanthropic organization founded in 1954 by the late media entrepreneur for whom it is named. The Foundation is one of the 50 largest private foundations in the United States.
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